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domicile- It is situated in the stupendous Palazzo Farnese,
which was partly built by Michelangelo out of the stones
of the Coliseum for Paolo Farnese, later to become Pope
Paul IIL As my hostess showed me round the palazzo and
pointed out its chief beauties, I saw with amazement the
scale on which the * upper ten* of Rome lived in the
Renaissance. The palace staircase is built in such a way
that it is possible to ride up on horseback to the first floor,
the arcades of which used to be open and contained treasures
of antiquity* some of which still excite admiration in the
Museum in Naples. Amongst these is the Farnese Hercules
and the group known as that of the Farnese bull. Several
of the indescribably lovely ceilings are carved in cedar-
wood, while frescoes from the hand of Renaissance masters
cover the walls. One of the marble mantelpieces, with a
recumbent figure on each side, is the work of Michelangelo
and resembles another of his works, the tomb of the Medici
In Florence* The imposing 'Hall of Hercules' is xoo feet
long* 60 feet wide, and 46 feet high. The monumental fire*
place of the great dining-hall is also the outlet of the secret
passage which leads to a secret apartment in which Pope
Paul Farnese on more than one occasion kept prisoners.
The apartments occupied by the ambassador and Countess
de Chambrun were as cosy as they were tasteful, no easy
thing to achieve in a building in which some of the rooms
were a$ iong as a whole block of buildings in most streets,
On the piano and on a pedestal stood two busts by Auguste
Rodin, depicting Countess de Chambrun's father* This
palace built by Michelangelo was a worthy setting for the
work of an artist of our generation whom posterity will
probably rank with that giant of the Renaissance, if they
do not even go so far as to place him higher* For Rodin
is the only one who can approach Michelangelo for the
richness of Ms ideas and the power of his ocecutioni while
in proftindity of thought and of symbolism some might claim
that he excels the genius who built the Farnese Palace*